il fied,

The orchestra warmed

Brahms Test
Passed

By JOHN HORNER

There was a pardonable
strut of triumph in the
last few lines of the finale
at the Burnside Town
Hall last night when the
local orchestra,

Eric Coates
Centunes Suite and
the Faure Pavane.

It was lucky in its six
double basses, even if they
did_not always agree in
pitch.

having cleared the last
hurdles carefully, knew

all was over bar
The shouting.

Conductor Robert Coop-
er approached his big task
with becoming _cireum-
spection, taking great care
in the ominously siriding
introduct give his|
players e toproduce
their weighiest tone.

Hyen the, sirings
could ot quite  domina
fhe wind, bt & sulicient
intensity’ ves bulls up o
Y Tong argmnent
gomg Jithdignity end

Thc conductor’s grip
and_understanding never|
slipped. There were nol
disasters and many Dages
of very creditable playin,
including a fovely  third
movement.

The players vere aluayy
stretched but the choice of
tine work was fully justi-

Difficult in &

0 musicianly reliability
with a cool sense of style|
and humor.

ere, too, Mr. Cooper’s
orchestral instinet ensured:
roperly understood

lightness and steadine:

—



