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SULITE FOR STRINGS Henry Purcell (1638-1695)

POLOVTSIAN DANCES (from Prince Tgor) Alexander Borodin

(1833~-1887)

Borodin is chiefly remembered for his orchestral works, but
he did write one opera, '"Prince Ipor', which still remained
unfinished at nhis death. The story, based on an cold folk
legend, tells of the capture of Prince Igor and his son
Vladimir by the Peolovtsian Khan Konchak, and the dances form
part of an entertainment given by the Khan's followers in
honour of his royal prisopers. Fascinating and barbaric,
the dances suggeet the revels of the Tartan tribe in whose
camp they cake place. More recently they have formed the
besis of the peopular musical show "Kismet".

——=e= INTERVAL --——-

SYMPHONY NO, 9 in E minor Antonin Dvorak
{from the ¥ew World} (1841-1904)

As a Czech living under Austrian domination, Dvorak felt a
lively sympathy for the negroes and their folk music. During
his time as Director of the American KFational Conservactary of
Music, he conceived the idea of making this folk music the
basis for a symphony.

However, the composer denies that any of the themes in the
symphony are actual negro tunes. Writing to a conductor who
was about to perform the work in Berlin, he sald "Please

leave out all that nonsense about my having made use of
original American melodies. I have only composed in the spiric
of such melodies." However that may be, cthe second main theme
in the first movement played softly on the flute in its low
register ie strongly reminiscent of the Negro Spiritual

"Swing Low Sweer Chariot."

The work, written in 1893, fully deserves its popularity in
the orchestral repertoire. It has aptly been described as an
American Symphony written by a Czech.

The movements are:=

Adagic - Allegro Molto
Larga
Scherzo

Allegro con fuoco

soe000., .,

(Refreshments will pe availsble duriag the interwal.)
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